Research into the rational design and synthesis of extended materials has grown considerably over the last 20 years, with these materials finding applications in areas such as gas storage, catalysis and drug delivery. The Cambridge Structural Database (CSD) contains over 875,000 small molecule crystal structures, including tens of thousands of metal-organic frameworks (MOFs) and other extended materials. The CSD is therefore an excellent resource for both identifying existing structures with promising characteristics and for guiding future research developments. A major issue in this area though is the huge diversity in the composition of extended materials, and the definition of such materials, which makes collating crystal data for all the extended materials in the CSD a challenging prospect.
